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The Great War

2nd Lt E D Murray (1884-1916), Black Watch,  
died of wounds sustained at the battle of the Somme.
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PETER FOSTER

The Alpine Club  
at War: 1914-18

The Alpine Club’s war memorial, which included three members omitted from 
the roll of honour: they are Lt G A Arbuthnot, Capt H Duhamel and Capt T E 

Goodeve. Maj H M Battye is the only member lacking a portrait in this edition  
of the Alpine Journal. Some of Battye’s letters are in the Imperial War Museum.

In 1915 a list of  current members of  the Alpine Club serving in the 
armed forces was published in the Alpine Journal; supplementary lists 

appeared in subsequent issues during the war. There are some omissions, 
notably George Leigh Mallory, who joined the Royal Artillery, and Noel 
Odell, who served in the Royal Engineers, and many future members of  
the Club saw active service. The following account features some of  the 
1081 men listed in the Journal and their experiences. At the outbreak of  
war, 24 members were current or retired regular officers, half  of  them in 
the Indian army; nine were officers in the Territorial Force. Amongst the 
volunteers there were 15 doctors, eight lawyers, seven schoolmasters and 

1. At the outbreak of  war the Club’s membership stood at 730.
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seven company directors; the youngest was 24 and the oldest 62. With one 
exception2, all the volunteers received commissions. Seventeen members 
were killed in action; three died on active service from illness and accident. 
Nine members were awarded the MC; the Rev E G Wells3, of  the Army 
Chaplain Service, received two bars. Six were awarded the DSO.

Capt E L Strutt (1895),4 2nd Battalion Royal Scots, was probably the 
first member of  the Club to arrive in France with the British Expeditionary 
Force. He was certainly the Club’s first casualty. Having fought at Mons 
and retreated to the Marne, his battalion was returning north in the ‘Race 
to the Sea’, when Strutt was severely wounded on 14 October. ‘A bouquet 
of  six shells burst low in quick succession,’5 blowing him several yards,  
rendering him unconscious and temporarily paralysed. Three weeks later, 
the first member of  the Club was killed. Maj J B Corry (1908), Royal Engi-
neers, had arrived in Marseille from India in the last weeks of  October and 
on 31 October entrained for the front. Four days later, whilst engaged in 
digging trenches near Neuve Chapelle, ‘about 10pm three howitzer shells 
burst almost together; one of  them landing right in the trench,’6 instantly 
killing him and four others. Twenty miles to the north the first battle of  
Ypres had commenced and on 11 November the Prussian Guard attacked 
in an attempt to deliver the decisive stroke. Capt L C Oppenheim (1899), 
2nd Battalion Highland Light Infantry, friend and climbing companion of  
Strutt on more than 80 Alpine expeditions, watched their advance but the 
Germans were stopped and driven back across the front of  his battalion 
whose fire felled them ‘in swathes’. Two days later, Oppenheim was wounded 
badly by shrapnel.

By now it had become clear that the war would not be over by Christ-
mas. The Club’s committee considered the propriety of  holding the annual  
winter dinner, concluding that it should not take place, and it was suspended 
for the duration of  the war. But the Club’s regular meetings continued, the 
tradition of  announcing the deaths of  members at the beginning of  each 
meeting highlighting the gradual loss of  a younger generation. The Com-
mittee also deliberated on the position of  ordinary and honorary members 
of  the Club who were citizens of  now enemy states. With regard to the 
former the problem was resolved by the fact that membership lapsed auto-
matically on non-payment of  the subscription; the question of  honorary 
membership was more difficult but it was decided to expunge their names7 
from the list. However, the international bond of  mountaineering was not 
severed completely and the deaths in battle of  prominent German and Aus-

2. G E Howard (1907) was promoted company sergeant-major, the senior NCO, in the Artists’ Rifles, a Lon-
don-based territorial regiment whose principal role was to train officers.
3. E G Wells (1878-1952), elected to the AC in 1906. Curate of  St Mary’s Southampton, he was posted to the 
Italian front in 1915. The citation for the award of  the first bar refers to carrying messages through ‘heavy ene-
my barrage’ and ‘his cheerful devotion to duty’. The second bar was awarded for attending the wounded under 
the ‘heaviest machine-gun fire.’ (S Addington, For Conspicuous Gallantry, Leicester, Troubador, 2006, p280.)
4. The date in parentheses is the year of  election to the Club.
5. Alpine Journal 28, p407
6. Ibid p397
7. Dr Paul Güssfeldt, who had made the first ascent of  the Peuterey ridge via the Aiguille Blanche in 1893, and  
Prof  Carl Diener, a former president of  the Austrian Alpine Club.
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trian climbers were noted respectfully in the pages of  the Alpine Journal.
When the 1915 campaigning season began Britain was committed to  

offensive action in France and combined naval and military operations in 
the Dardanelles. In March the British army launched its first large-scale  
attack of  the war at Neuve Chapelle. The 4th Battalion Black Watch, under 
its commander Lt Col Harry Walker (1906), played a prominent part in the 
battle. Walker, company director, territorial officer and vice-president of  the 
Scottish Mountaineering Club, was mentioned in dispatches and gazetted  
CMG. Capt G T Ewen (1911), 1st Battalion Manchester Regiment, bar-
rister and an original member of  the Rucksack Club who had volunteered 
six months earlier, was awarded the Club’s first MC for his actions in the 
battle. He joked that his climbing experience had enabled him to get out of  
his trench quickest.

On 25 April the first wave of  the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force 

Gen C G Rawling (1870-1917),  
Somerset Light Infantry, was awarded 
the Distinguished Service Order for 
his leadership at Passchendaele. 
Shortly afterwards, chatting with 
friends outside brigade headquarters, 
he was killed by German shellfire.  
Although never a member of the 
Alpine Club, he was the subject of  
an obituary in the Alpine Journal.  
He had explored widely in Tibet, 
including in the Everest region.

Capt H Duhamel (1853-1917),  
28th Chasseurs Alpins, founded the 
Grenoble section of the Club Alpin 
Français, featured in the exploration 
of the Écrins, co-authoring the 1905 
guidebook with W A B Coolidge, and 
was a major influence in the develop-
ment of French skiing. He served as 
an instructor and died in a tragically 
banal accident, slipping on an icy 
courtyard at the army barracks at 
Bonne in Haute-Savoie.
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landed at Cape Helles on the western tip of  the Gallipoli peninsula, and at 
Anzac Cove, some 13 miles away on the northern coast. Three days later 
the first member of  the Club, Lt Col C G Bruce (1892), arrived with his 
battalion, 1/6th Gurkhas. ‘I shall never forget,’ he wrote, ‘steaming into 
Helles in the early morning of  a glorious spring day, and watching the bom-
bardment of  Achi Baba and the neighbouring hills by our fleet – the gor-
geous colouring and tranquility of  the sea and the masses of  shipping and 
the great warships in action. Even as we steamed in we could see the earth 
rising from the sides of  the hills where the shells broke.’8 The next day, at a 
nearby beach, temporary sub-lieutenant L G Shadbolt (1910), who in 1911 
had made the first continuous traverse of  the Cuillin ridge, landed with the 
Hood battalion of  the Royal Naval Division. Heaps of  bodies were already 
piled on the beach; the battalion, soon under fire from Turkish guns, dug in. 
Two weeks after the landings little progress had been made. The majority 
of  the troops were still on or near the beaches, pinned down by fire from 
Turkish positions on the cliffs and hills above.

The beaches at Cape Helles were dominated by a rounded, gently- 
sloping hill, 709ft high, called Achi Baba, and a major offensive to seize 
it was mounted. The attack began on 6 May, the Hood battalion leading 

8. C G Bruce, Himalayan Wanderer, London, Alexander MacLehose & Co, 1934, p254.

Maj O E Todd (1879-1915), 5th Gurkha 
Rifles, killed in an accident in India.

Lt Col C Stonham (1858-1916), Royal 
Army Medical Corps, died from illness 
contracted in Egypt.
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the advance in the centre, but just over 48 hours later the battle had been 
fought to a standstill. A few days later Bruce’s Gurkhas achieved a local  
success, capturing a bluff  overlooking the beach from which Turkish 
machine- gunners had been wreaking havoc. Twelve of  the enemy were  
decapitated. Bruce wrote proudly, ‘my regiment had carried out a little duty 
which exactly suited the genius of  the Gurkha.’9

The assault on Achi Baba was resumed on 4 June. Shadbolt, his arm 
shattered by a bullet, was evacuated to a hospital ship. Bruce, ‘after a very 
unpleasant day’ during which his battalion had been mauled, learned that 
he was to receive support from his former battalion, 1/5th Gurkhas, which 
had landed only the day before. His own officers either killed or wounded, 
Bruce ‘was obliged to go down myself  and do my best creeping out on the 
cliff  faces to show the officers commanding companies of  the 5th Gurkhas 
in turn the line of  advance.’ Knowing the officers and many of  the men 
well, Bruce recalled movingly, ‘I don’t think I ever had a more unpleasant 
task given me in the whole of  my life, knowing full well the most hazardous 
nature of  their task … and the practical certainty that I was saying good-
bye to my best friends.’10 Amongst them was Maj Hedley Battye (1914),  
‘a first rate climber’, who was shot through the head leading his men  
forward. (The Battye family was filled with Indian army officers. Battye’s 
father, Maj Legh Richmond Battye, also of  the 5th Gurkha Rifles, was killed 
in the Hazara Expedition in what is now Pakistan in 1888, while his brother 
Richmond Moffat Battye, of  the Bengal Cavalry, was killed in the Tirah 
campaign of  1897.) Bruce ‘still remained one of  the lucky ones,’ but on 30 
June ‘got my little present which took me off  the peninsula and sent me to 
England to hospital for a year or nearly so.’11 Cut down by machine-gun fire 
he had been wounded in both legs.

During June and July, five pitched battles were fought at Cape Helles. All 
were frontal attacks of  short duration, a day or two or even less; none suc-
ceeded in altering the front line by more than half  a mile. Reinforcements 
were dispatched and plans made for a break out of  the Anzac bridgehead, 
not much bigger than Regent’s Park, supported by a new landing at Suvla 
Bay, immediately north of  Anzac. The attack began on 6 August. Col A H 
Tubby (1894), Harley Street specialist and consulting surgeon to the British 
Mediterranean Expeditionary Force, who was on board a hospital ship off  
Cape Helles, recalled the events of  the day from his perspective:

‘ So ended an eventful day of  twentyone hours, which commenced with five 
major operations; then, the ship in danger from shell fire, cries of  “Ship on 
Fire”, an alarm of  “Submarines”, the arrival of  over 300 wounded, a view of  
a pitched battle at Cape Helles and the sound of  another at Anzac.’ 12

9. Ibid p256.
10. Ibid p258.
11. Idem.
12. A H Tubby, A Consulting Surgeon in the Near East, London, Christophers, 1920, pp48-9.
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During that evening Capt R D Squires (1913), 9th Battalion Sherwood  
Foresters, a volunteer battalion raised in response to Kitchener’s call, had 
landed without encountering any opposition at Suvla Bay. After two days 
of  indecision and torpor, the battalion was ordered to advance at 4.45am, 
9 August, and by 8am Squires was dead. On the same day at Anzac, Capt 
C J Reid (1909), 9th Royal Warwickshire regiment, a rugger blue and 
games-master at his old school Haileybury, reached the crest of  one of  the 
overlooking ridges, but the Turks counter-attacked, surrounding Reid and 
his company and all were killed. Meanwhile, back at the bay, Maj Bernard 
Head13 came ashore with his territorial battalion, 1/5th Royal Welch Fusi-
liers, and three days later was killed during a piecemeal attack.

On the western front Capt C A Werner (1906), 2nd Battalion Rifle Brigade,  
schoolmaster at Harrow, had been killed in May, leading his company in the 
first line of  the attack on Aubers ridge, carrying his ice axe, which he had 
decided would be a useful tool and weapon. In July Lt H E Tyndale (1909), 
8th Battalion King’s Royal Rifles, had been badly wounded in a pitiable 
action at Hooge. An officer in an adjoining battalion described the affair:

‘ The German trenches were to be attacked again that same afternoon. It is 
only charitable to assume that the staff  from their position fifteen miles back 
were imperfectly informed of  the real position. At 3 o’clock the four battalions 
duly went over the top and were swept out of  existence by an enemy whose 
machine guns there had been no time to locate, and on whom our meagre 
artillery preparation had made no impression. Many of  the men were caught 
on our own wire, and I believe that none got more than fifty yards beyond the 
edge of  the wood.’ 14

In September Capt C F K Carfrae (1910), 5th Battalion Oxford & Bucks 
Light Infantry, was killed near Ypres and Lt Col Walker was mortally 
wounded during the battle of  Loos, in which Maj L W Bird (1914), 1st Royal  
Berkshire Regiment, was wounded and awarded the DSO.

The medically qualified members of  the Club served in various roles:  
as regimental medical officers, commanders of  field ambulances, surgeons 
in casualty clearing stations, on the staff  at base hospitals and as senior con-
sultants to the expeditionary forces. Most were concerned with managing 
the wounded and conventional illnesses, but in 1915 the military author-
ities were faced with a novel and disabling condition: shellshock. Unsure 
about its nature, a ‘brilliant band’ of  academic psychologists and doctors 
was recruited to investigate the phenomenon under the direction of  Dr (and 
temporary major) R G Rows (1911), the newly appointed medical super-
intendent at Maghull Hospital near Liverpool. Their observations gave rise 
to the view that shellshock was primarily a psychological reaction to the 
stresses of  war. It was at Maghull that W H Rivers began to experiment with 

13. Head has the unfortunate record of  probably the briefest ever membership of  the Club. Elected in April 
1915 he was killed four months later.
14. Quoted in M Gilbert, First World War, London, HarperCollins, 1994, p179.
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the techniques of  psychotherapy, which he would later employ at Craiglock-
hart War Hospital, where he famously treated the poet Siegfried Sassoon, 
who described his experiences in his fictionalized memoir Sherston’s Progress.

During the first months of  1916 several attempts had been made to relieve  
the British-Indian garrison besieged in the Mesopotamian city of  Kut. On 
8 March Capt Ewen, who had been transferred with the Manchesters from 
France, and Capt A M Slingsby (1912), 56th Rifles, Frontier Force, were 
killed in another unsuccessful effort. ‘You will be thankful to hear that 
his death was instantaneous,’ wrote Slingsby’s commanding officer to the  
family in an attempt to soften the blow, ‘he was shot through the heart, 
while most gallantly leading the final rush of  the 56th.’15 In the same battle 
Maj H D Minchinton (1909), 1st Gurkha Rifles, and Capt Kenneth Mason  
(1914), Royal Engineers, were awarded the MC. Slingsby, Minchinton and 
Mason were all career officers in the Indian army and had used their fur-
loughs to explore the Himalaya. Slingsby had reached 23,350ft on Kamet  
in 1913. After the war, Mason would found the Himalayan Club.

Unsurprisingly, perhaps, but in marked contrast to the number of  regular 
army officers in the Club, there was only one serving naval officer amongst 
the members at the outbreak of  the war: Cdr J C Hodgson (1907). On  
30 May 1916, he sailed from the Firth of  Forth in command of  HMS  
Moorsom, one of  six destroyers deployed to act as a submarine screen for 

15. Alpine Journal 30, p336.

Capt A M Slingsby (1885-1916), Rifles Frontier Force, Indian Army, shot 
through the heart during fighting at Kut.
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the Second Battle Cruiser Squadron, to meet the German High Seas Fleet 
off  Jutland. The enemy was sighted at 3.25pm, 31 May, and ‘at 4.10pm 
destroyers were ordered to attack enemy with torpedoes.’ Hodgson reported 
in his dispatch for the Admiralty:

‘ “Moorsom” attacked with the leading division of  13th Flotilla; but torpedoes 
were not then fired, as enemy destroyers attacked simultaneously, and to engage  
them made position for torpedo attack bad. When enemy destroyers had been 
driven off, Battle Cruisers had turned 16 points and enemy’s Battle Fleet was 
coming up astern of  their Battle Cruisers. Torpedo attack was made on van of  
Battle Fleet, two torpedoes being fired. Ship was shortly afterwards hit aft, but 
no immediate damage to fighting efficiency was done. A second torpedo attack 
on Battle Fleet was then carried out, two torpedoes being fired.’16

The laconic style conceals the fact that the action had been ‘hot’ and merited  
the award of  his DSO.

The story of  the career of  Lt J R Dennistoun (1912), who was one of  
the few members of  the Club to serve in the Royal Flying Corps, is the 
stuff  of  the Boy’s Own Paper. A New Zealander and sheep farmer, he had 
undertaken several exploratory expeditions in the Southern Alps, crossing 
new passes and making first ascents.17 In 1912 he went to Antarctica as an 
unpaid volunteer on Terra Nova’s voyage to supply Scott’s polar expedition. 
Following the outbreak of  the war Dennistoun travelled as a deckhand on a 
ship to England where he enlisted, and was later commissioned, in the fash-
ionable yeomanry regiment, the North Irish Horse, favoured by the wealthy 
aristocracy and nick-named ‘The Millionaires Own.’ He arrived in France 
in November 1915. On 16 June 1916 he was seconded to the RFC. Ten 
days later, three enemy aircraft attacked the biplane piloted by his cousin,  
in which he was acting as observer and bomb-thrower. Both men were 
wounded and the main fuel tank was hit and caught fire. They crash-landed 
behind enemy lines and were captured. Dennistoun died from his wounds 
and injuries a few weeks later. He was 32.

Meanwhile, on the ground, the battle of  the Somme had opened. On  
20 July, Lt E D Murray (1910), Black Watch, died inconspicuously from his 
wounds received the day before and was buried at Corbie in the extension 
to the communal cemetery. The area originally set aside had already been 
filled with graves.

L S Amery (1899), a sitting MP, gazetted captain 14th Royal Warwick-
shire Regiment in October 1914, had been immediately posted to intelli-
gence and at the end of  1916 was in Salonika, where with Strutt, recovered, 
promoted and appointed chief  liaison officer to the commander of  the allied 
forces in the Balkans, he planned to climb Mount Olympus, but nothing 
came of  it.18 Voyaging home in December, his ship was torpedoed. Amery 

16. http://www.dreadnoughtproject.org/tfs/index.php/Harwich_Force_at_the_Battle_of_Jutland
17. His name has been given to a peak, a pass, and a glacier in New Zealand.
18. L Amery, In the Rain and the Sun, London, Hutchinson, 1946, p28.
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opened his cabin door ‘to see a regular cataract, created by the waterspout 
of  the explosion, pouring down the companionway.’19 Passengers and crew 
took to the boats and the ship sank soon after. As the flotilla of  lifeboats got 
under way, he recalled,

‘ we saw the distant smoke of  an approaching vessel. Saved already! A few  
minutes later she revealed herself  as the submarine which had torpedoed us. 
We were all ordered to stop …’ 20

The Germans began to round up the officers. Amery hid, grimly humming 
‘Rule Britannia’ to himself  and evaded capture. As the submarine sailed off, 
he ‘crawled out and cautiously cocked a farewell snook.’21 Eventually he 
was rescued by a French hospital ship. When he reached England, Lloyd 
George had replaced Asquith as prime minister and included Lord Milner 
in his small war cabinet. Amery, a devotee of  Milner, was appointed assis-
tant secretary to the war cabinet and became involved in the conduct of  the 
war at the highest level.

Friendship with Milner also resulted in John Buchan’s (1906) appoint-
ment as director of  the department of  information, established to run gov-
ernment propaganda. Buchan, who had ‘literally climbed into the Alpine 
Club,’22 had been commissioned into the Intelligence Corps in 1915 and  
attached to the general staff, a period of  which he wrote: ‘I lead a life of  
most inglorious security.’23 But whatever the challenges of  his new post they 
were surely less colourful than those of  Richard Hannay, his fictional hero 
of  The ThirtyNine Steps, Greenmantle and Mr Standfast, written between 
1914 and 1918.

On 11 December 1916, Lord Justice Pickford, whose presidency had  
coincided with the years of  war to date, gave his valedictory address to the 
Club. Reflecting on the progress of  the war, he said:

‘ I wish I could feel as sure that there was an equally general and clear apprecia
tion of  the difficulties we have still to face, and the way to face them.’ 24

The year 1917 proved to be more of  the same: huge effort and accompany-
ing casualties on the western front and continuing operations in the Middle 
East which drained men through battle and disease. In March, 2nd Lt N S 
Done (1912), Royal Fusiliers, was killed on the Somme, joining the ranks 
of  the missing. He is one of  70,000 men with no known burial place whose 
names are remembered on the astonishing Thiepval Memorial, ‘a struc-
ture of  pure form, intimidating in its size, admonitory in its grandeur and  
implacable in its intelligence.’25 During the April battle for Gaza in Palestine, 

19. Ibid p30
20. Ibid p31
21. Idem
22. S Gillon, Dictionary of  National Biography 19311940, OUP, 1949, p112
23. J Adam Smith, John Buchan: A Biography, OUP, 1985 p198
24. Alpine Journal 31, p4.
25. D Crane, Empires of  the Dead, London, William Collins, 2013, p214.
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Lt H O S Gibson (1911), 11th Battalion London Regiment, a school-friend 
of  Mallory, was ‘blown to pieces by a shell.’26 In the largely forgotten cam-
paign in east Africa, A F Wollaston (1908), naturalist, explorer and medical-
ly qualified, who had been appointed temporary surgeon RN, was in charge 
of  a small steamer on the Rufiji river, bringing out sick and wounded. After  
18 months as a ship’s surgeon he had been despatched to Africa ‘because 
some idiot told the Admiralty that I knew all about the country and its  
diseases.’27 For his work in Africa he was awarded the DSC. On learning of  
the award he wrote self-deprecatingly: ‘For what I cannot imagine unless it 
is a prize for being the oldest naval surgeon.’28

In the spring of  1918 the Mesopotamian campaign was fizzling out,  
although not before claiming the life of  Capt C Inglis Clark (1911), Army 
Service Corps, but it was a critical period on the western front. In March 
the Germans had launched a powerful offensive that had the Allies reeling 
and in April they attacked near Ypres, where the fighting was desperate and 
Sir Douglas Haig issued his ‘backs to the wall’29 order. Capt R E Thompson 
(1902), 2nd Battalion Hampshire Regiment, and Lt C A Hartree (1912), 
Royal Garrison Artillery, were killed.

In August 1918 the weather and conditions in the mountains around  

26. Alpine Journal 32, p114.
27. N Wollaston, My Father, Sandy, London, Short Books, 2003 p121. 
28. Ibid p126.
29. ‘With our backs to the wall and believing in the justice of  our cause each one of  us must fight to the end.’ 
According to A J P Taylor: ‘In England this sentence was ranked with Nelson’s last message. At the front, 
the prospect of  staff  officers fighting with their backs to the walls of  their luxurious chateaux had less effect.’ 
(English History 19141945, OUP, 1965, p102)

Left: Capt T E Goodeve, Royal Engineers, was a railway engineer who served 
in Palestine and died in a train accident in 1919.
Middle: Maj B Head (d1915), 1/5th Royal Welch Fusiliers, killed at Gallipoli just 
four months after being elected a member of the Club. (Auckland War Memorial 
Museum)

Right: Capt C Inglis Clark (1888-1918), Army Service Corps, Indian Cavalry, 
was serving in Mesopotamia when he was shot by a sniper. He is buried in 
Baghdad. The hut built in his memory under Ben Nevis is the closest thing the 
UK has to an alpine hut.
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Zermatt were especially fine and, surprisingly, Maj A C Morrison-Bell 
(1908), Scots Guards, was able to take advantage. Morrison-Bell, MP for 
a Devonshire constituency, had been captured in 1915 in an action that he 
described for his local paper:

‘ Suddenly an inferno began. A mine exploded a few yards from where I stood 
… Tons of  stuff  seemed to come my way … It knocked me down but I was  
not buried … The explosion was the signal to the Germans, who were not  
a hundred yards off, to rush our trenches … The whole thing was over in a 
quarter of  an hour … I realised suddenly I was alone … Two men jumped 
down and covered me with revolvers.’ 30

Following three years’ internment in Germany, ‘that very disagreeable 
country with its everlasting turnip diet,’31 he had been transferred on parole 
to Switzerland and was given a month’s leave to go to Zermatt. Amongst 
other peaks, he climbed the Matterhorn, ‘or Cervin (as all our pro-Entente 

30. Alpine Journal 29, p203.
31. Alpine Journal 32, p293.

Lt G A Arbuthnot (1872-1916),  
Grenadier Guards, killed in action, 
aged 43. Briefly a Conservative 
member of parliament for Burnley, 
Arbuthnot is buried at the Citadel  
New Military Cemetery, Fricourt.

Col B Hopkinson (1874-1918), Royal 
Engineers, killed in a flying accident in 
England testing new weapons.
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party were obliged to call it under penalty of  being fined a franc for each 
infraction).’32

Just three months before the armistice Col Bertram Hopkinson (1897), 
Royal Engineers, was killed in a flying accident, the last member of  the Club 
to die on active service.33 In 1915 Hopkinson, professor of  engineering at 
Cambridge had been placed in charge of  a unit concerned with developing 
armaments for the RFC. Piloting himself  in a Bristol fighter, he crashed in 
bad weather en route for London.

For the survivors there was promotion and honours for some, others were 
faced with lengthy recovery from their wounds and the rest were left to  
ponder the ‘sheer mystery’ of  their survival. Older members who had not 
served mourned the loss of  sons. In 1922 Norman Collie, president of  the 
Club, reflecting on the aftermath of  the war, wrote:

‘ It is true that the hills are still the same … but in human affairs … the old 
days unfortunately cannot come back. We are years older than we were before 
the war; the old order has been rudely broken; but in spite of  these evil days 
we can show that we are still capable of  outbursts of  great mountaineering 
energy.’ 34

32. Ibid p296.
33. Lt Col Charles Stonham (1890), RAMC, had died in 1916 from illness contracted in Egypt and Major O E 
Todd (1910), 1/5th Gurkhas, had also died in the same year following an accident in India.
34. Alpine Journal 35, p1.


